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Outdoor Appliance Guide

While your outdoor kitchen might become a family gathering 
spot or a place to entertain friends, don’t forget its main 
purpose: cooking up scrumptious meals. You may already be 
planning on a grill, but what other options do you have in 
appliances designed for outdoor use? And speaking of grills 
-- will a basic model be enough or do you need one with all the 
bells and whistles? Find out what’s available for your culinary 
corner in the great outdoors.

Appliance Options for Your Outdoor 
Kitchen

What makes an outdoor appliance different from one that is 
designed for indoor use? Actually, not a whole lot -- the primary 
modifications are that the construction for outdoor appliances 
is a little more rugged and their finishes are better able to 
withstand exposure to the elements.

Most outdoor kitchen appliances are configured for a built-in 
installation so their more delicate parts are protected from the 
weather. However, as far as their operation, they are much the 
same as what you use in your home’s kitchen every day. Here 
are a few appliances you may want to consider for your outdoor 
kitchen:

•	 Grill: The centerpiece of most outdoor kitchens, and 
probably the appliance that will get the most use, is the 
grill. Available models range from small, free-standing units 
fueled by propane tanks (and costing only a few hundred 
dollars) to giant, built-in, natural-gas grills that can make you 
want to cook outside every day. Better outdoor grills can be 
purchased in various sizes and have interesting options such 
as stovetop burners, griddles, warming racks, and several 
grilling zones. While it depends on the manufacturer, expect 
to pay $1,000 or more for a mid- to high-range gas grill.
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•	 Refrigerator: Outdoor kitchen refrigerators are very similar 
to wet-bar models in that they’re designed to fit under a 
counter, but they have more insulation behind the outer 
shell. A good outdoor model is able to operate in higher 
temperatures without significantly raising your energy costs. 
Outdoor refrigerators are available in several sizes and range 
in price from about $500 to $3,000.

•	 Warming drawer: Having all the food ready at the same 
time has always been one of the biggest challenges of 
outdoor cooking. Stack the odds in your favor by adding a 
warming drawer to your outdoor kitchen. If the vegetables 
are finished before the meat, just slide them into the drawer 
until you are ready to eat. Manufacturers offer warming 
drawers in various heights and widths. These helpful 
appliances generally cost between $1,400 and $2,500.

•	 Ice maker: Do you love to serve cold drinks when 
entertaining guests outdoors on a summer day? With an 
outdoor ice maker, you don’t have to overtax your home’s 

kitchen ice maker or make a special trip to the market to 
fill up the ice bucket . Some models can produce 50 to 65 
pounds of ice a day. All you need is power, a water line, 
and a healthy budget -- outdoor ice makers range in price 
from about $1,500 to $3,500. 

•	 Storage cabinets: While the end product gets all the 
attention, cooking requires a lot of prep work and you 
may need a place to keep your tools and utensils clean 
and handy. Several outdoor appliance manufacturers 
offer outdoor storage drawers in the same tough stainless 
steel finish as their appliances. The drawers are offered in 
several configurations, heights, and widths. Pricing varies 
depending on the model you choose.

These are just a few of the appliance options for well-outfitted 
outdoor kitchens. Fine-tune your choices by checking out the 
full lines of outdoor appliances offered by well-known names 
in the industry such as Sub-Zero, Viking, KitchenAid, GE, and 
many others.


